DRAFT

Minutes of the Meeting of the Duddington-With-Fineshade Parish Council held at the
Village Hall on Thursday 12" February commencing at 7:30pm.

Present:

Mrs S Parsons Chairman
Mrs S Hackett

Ms S Fowler

Mr R Holder

Mr Richard Reed — Clerk
There were no residents in attendance.
2026/001 Apologies for absence

Apologies were received and accepted from Clirs. Mr Waldock, Mrs Scott, Mr Maunder Taylor
and Mr Hunt. NNC CliIr. Mr Fairhall also sent their apologies.

2026/002 Declarations of interest
Nothing on agenda items
2026/003 Public Time

There were no members of the public in attendance and no issues had been raised.

2026/004 Police Matters

The clerk had not received a report from the Police.

2026/005 To approve the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council
held on 11.12.25

The minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 11" December 2025, copies of which had
previously been circulated, were approved and signed by the Chairman. Proposed ClIr. Mrs
Hackett and seconded by Clir. Mrs Parsons. It was resolved that the minutes be accepted as
a correct record of that meeting.

2026/006 Matters arising
Agenda items only.
2026/007 Highway Issues

Clir. Mrs Hackett said that shortly after the implementing of the blanket 50mph speed
restriction on the A43, two RTCs had occurred at Fineshade Crossroads including a fatal.
The Clerk said that the work to replace the VAS device has been put back to April.

2026/008 Estate Matters

There had been no report on Estate Matters.

2026/009 Playground
Currently awaiting a date for the annual inspection.
2026/010 To Consider the Implications of the Community Governance Review

and Agree on the Council’s Approach to Engagement
The closing date for the consultation has been put back to 12" March. The Clerk had received
further advice on the review and it is suggested that even if no change is required then this
comment should be submitted. It was proposed by Clir. Holder and seconded by Clir. Mrs
Hackett that the Clerk should submit a no change comment. Action: Clerk
2026/011 Response to E-mails
The Clerk raised concerns that e-mail requests for comments, such as in respect of planning
applications, were not being responded to promptly. It was therefore agreed that all e-mails
requiring a response, whether originating from the Clerk or councillors, shall be responded to
within three working days.
2026/012 Correspondence
As per list previously circulated to councillors. NNC’s consultation on the future of leisure in
Northamptonshire was noted.
2026/013 Planning
a) There were no applications for consideration.
b) Applications considered since the last meeting:
25/01735/FUL: Change of use, Smallholding, A43 Stamford Road development.
Objection submitted.
25/01909/VAR: Todds Hill Cottage development. No objection.
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c) The proposed development at Wittering was noted.

2026/014 Finance

(i) The Clerk presented the statement of accounts. The balance of the Community A/C
stands at £11,032.14 and the Business A/C £2009.18.

(i) The Clerk presented the budget monitoring report and this was approved.

(iii) The following invoices were presented and Clir. Holder proposed that payment be

made and this was seconded by ClIr. Ms. Fowler.

Retrospective
06.01.26 Npower Commercial Gas Ltd £29.08 Cheque No.101147

Northamptonshire ACRE £42.00 Cheque No. 101148

Mr Adam Curtis £175.00 Cheque No. 101149

North Northamptonshire Council Cheque 101150

Anglian Water £19.44 Cheque No. 101151

Defib Store £192.00 Cheque No. 101146
(v) the Clerk had received a letter from Barclays regarding changes to the interest rates.
2026/015 Items requiring urgent attention, for information or for the next agenda
Clir. Ms Fowler spoke of missing lids to dog waste bins and rubbish deposited in Back Lane.
Clir. Maunder Taylor was going to see if he could arrange for this to be cleared. Clir. Mrs
Parsons will follow this up with him. Action: SP/JMT
Concerns had been raised over the placing of a number of stone balls on the highway verge
in Todds Hill. The Clerk confirmed that this was public highway and should not be obstructed.
CliIr. Mrs Parsons said she would speak to Mr Constant. Action: SP
Under Government Assertion 10, the annual audit requires a number of items to be complied
with. The Parish Council meets most of these but requires an IT Policy. The Clerk will
circulate a draft in the next few weeks for councillors to comment on with the final version
being approved at the next meeting. Action: Clerk
2026/016 Date of next meeting
Thursday 9" April 2026

There being no further urgent business the meeting closed at 8:10pm.
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